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minimum wage no langer guara-i

l lamilv without public assfstance. cunenfiy at least seven states ancl the
f columbia have minimurn wages above $b.ooltrr. Do ycu support raising
minimum wage to $8.50, which would falljust sh*rt af the raie in
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to keep up with the rising cost of living. Do you suppoft indexing the
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3. Tlere is e serious fitncem thet the state,s ecanombffi
{i,e. dirt'ct grants, sFeciel tax districts, tax ebatements, etete rcvenue bonds, etc.}
go to ct mpanies v$hidl uftirnately take more in state aid than ihey retum in the tax
base b5 creating paverty wage jobs which require their employees to use public
assistai rcs. Do you suppori requirf ng cornpanies which receive economic
develop ment aubsidies to aeate good iobs that pay a prevaiting wage with
benefits as embodied bv SB785fHB1g17?
Cornme rts:

4. .Do you support extending catlective n
receivet economic development subsidies from ihe state of Maryland, allowing
tfre wari ers their right to decide if they would lilte to ioin a union or not?
Comme rts:

s oRfJNo

5. Thr' skyrc*keting costofcampaigns givesweaitr@
corporal ons too mufi povver in deciding who gets elecied in fularytand. These
$arne m rney*d interests enjoy privileged access in Annapofis after lhe election on
account rf their campaign contributions. Accsrding to a r€Gent Gonzales poll, ?0olo
of Maryl,tnders favor enacting q voluntary pubfic campafgn finance system. Bo
y_ou supirort enacting a voluntary public campaign flnance system for Marylend
General Aesembly races that is similar tc rystems anacted in Maine, Arizona and
Cannect cut and embodied in the slaiion?

6. Mat yland current sales tax law was inst
goods wr lre the overwhelrnins majority of the ecoilomy. Today, the majority of
sales tra rsedions are for services rather than goods, yet Maryiand receives no
sales tax from the purchase af services; disadvantaging retailers and
manufac ur€r$. Do you support modemizing Maryland's sales tax lew to fit our
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anks to ever mcre laopholes created b'y corpoiate am
gge$t corporations in the state no longer pay a single penny in state
tax, €ven thcugh under cu.nent law profitable firms are supposed to pay
/o state income tax. combined reporting closes most of these toopnolei
rw in ?3 states. Do you support a bill that would require "cornbined
rg" of all related mmnanies fike HB584r

:ontrast to tsx loopholes invented by accountants]rrere are atso
al tax breaks for various speeial interests in the form of speciaf
:ns to the income tax, saleg tax, excise tax, frandtise tax, etc. ln 2004
ressive Maryland Education Fund identif,red dozens of such tax breaks
rfit poiluiers, monopolists, even country clubs and that drain $162 miltion
frcm General Revenue. Perhaps some cf these intentionaltax breaks

manv of these tax oi as possible?
Commer rts: ,l *r
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Cornmer ts:

n economic development purpose at one time, but too ma*y naw arc just
Revenue giveaways to speciat interests. Do you support anolishing ai

*r**-

r year the Generaf Assembly alfoweC me
rflars to sunset whita cutting funding for many vita{ programs forworking
Do you support reinstituting ths surcharge on incomelbove $1 milti*n
id maklnu it anent like in

1O. Cr
federal p
pre-K is {

your first
250% of

nently, eligibility for public pre-kinderga
rverty guidefines {$33,874 for a famlly of threei. Data demonstrate fiat
rernendously effective in ctosing the education achievement gap. \l1fithin
two years in office, will you support raising the pre-K eligibility limit to
ederal poverty guidgtqqq {$qS,ZZS for a family of threei?
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Jre. no you oppo$e shifting some or all of the pension costs of teacher
a_tional $upport staff to the locetities?

Commer ts:
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I local gc vemfiients end other public entities do not pravide for oollective

I !:y:ir ng rights fsr their emp.loyees. Do you support a pubtic emptoyee coilective
I Frs",n n{,u"' lcovering a,' punric u*pioviJr ;-tii;l"iJ#fi,fir*:i1'ulT'J*"',-,
I Oregon allowing all public sector workers their right to deciqte ffiney want a unton
I or not?
i Comme rts:
I
I
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I 
pro.uq:( I the..union submits independently-verified authorizetion crrds signedty a

I majority sf eligible members?
lComme
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foritsmembers, nsn-union members within that collestive Eargeining unit

I uet to. v( te and enjoy all the benefits of the union's negntiation without
I ::lIiby ing.to the unisn. Lawmakers fixed this probtem for state empioyees in
I ryOq 

wl en they enacted the Fair Shsre Act. Do you support exiending tlhi" *"**
I leguiren 

ent to alt pubtic entities sveredin a coltectiye'd
lcommer,ta:-
I

I

I

i '14. . Cr rrently.the state of Ma*t
I lea?h.ers 

and educatio-nal support staff for all localities acro$s Maryland. The state
Se*ate r upported shifting some of the cast ta county and city govsmments which
are alreE cy facing daunting budget deficits and cennot affori this new
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he existing Maintenange of Effiort lew deating with a minirnurn level of local
for puhfic education is intended to reinforce the shared responsibitig
i the stats and counties fcr adequete fundlng of our public schools, wrricn
red Maryland's public schools achieve the tsp ranking in the country. Do
qgg_.gffo{s to reduce srweaken the rninimum funding reguirementi

p-?

15. l
funding
betwee
has hel

'ry propo$al that would drain public funds from public schoolq for
r, school vouchers or tuition tax credits would he deteterious to Maryland's
ed public schools, The program known as Building Oppqr!$nities fqr Ai!
: and reaqher$ {BoAgr} is a tuition t*x credit Frogrem that the Generat
ly has mnsidered in rrecent years. Do you sppose enacting a tax credit
tike BCAST?

MATA has provided railtransportation in Maryland since the tate 1g?0s
* system has been etressed latefy, it has generalty provided welt run
;ince its inception and its workers are paid decent wages with benefits,
rve suggested operating the proFosed light rail .Furple Line" as a state or
run line without integrating it into the WMATA systern or ensuring its
continue to enjoy decent wages and benefits. Do you support iniegrating

the rsed lioht rail Line'into the Wtu{ATA
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cunentll
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Comme rts:

17. \n

Wtile tl
service
Some h
privately
workers

the 2010 GeneralAssembly session, a nitfwoutOffi
r baryaining rights to library employees in a[ counties whs do not
have these rights. Do you zupport a biHike gB?lg/H.BSS1 to extend

r bargaining rights to library empl*yees in all counties, allowing the librery
ls their right to decide if they want a union or not?

JeA La6
rn time and on budget but they atso have the added benefit of buildin[
ty partnerships with the mntrectors and unions to hire localg and
rmily healthcare and a cereer path f*r residents. Woutd you support

FGs ontrrrs
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t of legislativg aqlion puttirg PL-A's on allcontracts over $500,0001
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rnts.

rnitv willget the contrac{j

bcontractors whs bid for jobs

iicly-sunsi*zed canstruition projects to partici pate i n apprentimship

msinat Provide emPloYees @

2L ihat a Prevaiting wage be Paid to

constr.;etian *ori<ers on all proiects initiated by a pubtic entity, whether or not thet

oublie entitv has given hiring aulhority-!o private devg
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Comm'nts:

2fi. I

Iegislal
centerr
centen
suston
Comrn rnts:

27. \

us€rs (
contrat
Comm:nts:
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,@rlcity *eregulation has been a disasterfor Maryland
ers and financial deregulation facititated the worse financial erisis in this
sinee the Great Depresslon. Earlier this year, the Maryla*d Fublic Service

ssion approved a qet$ement offerfrorn Verieon, dercgulating basic
ne serViCE in Maryland, even though Verizon readily admfts deregutation
I to higher prices for basic telephone service. Would you support
on to strengthen the abili$ of the Fubtic $ervice Commission io re-

at r the telecommunications indus
lnts:

Jl across the cauntry, Verizon has attempted to sell its rural basic
ne networks to undercspitatiued companies, where p€ft€rssty the more
I bqying company incurs, the largerthe federal tex credit Verizon receives
a sale. fn the four states where Verizon has been allowed to selltheir rurel
re buying company has gone b*nkrupt leaving states and basic telephone
ers $crambling to rnaintain servim. Woutd you support tegislatian requiring
rlic $ervice Commission to evaluate specific tactars about the purchase
cnsicleri a telecomrnunicatisns sition or

r an effort ta keep end gro$risbs in tvlaryland, would you support
on requiring telecornmunications companies to disclose the location of call

, allow state agencies to gfve prcference to companies that use local call

when awarding state contracts and allaw consumer$ to reguest their
er service calls be handled by a local call cenier?

Vould you support legislation providing ccnsumer protections for cefl phone
nsuring appropriate disclosure of feeE and the ability to cancel a seruice
t or retum a device within a ceriein time-frame fike

nYrs antrr*o
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54.-f@ssiVegrassrootgofganizations-wouldyoubgwittingto p by:

ive M*rvland & Allies
'or the measures abave that you have ag

}o-sponsor legislation?

to support would you be witling ta:

ffsd( with our lobbyists to paes the bitl?

l-estify at a hearing in support of legistation?

ipeak at public events in suFport of legisleti**?

ffrite a letter in support of legislation?

ffrite an oped in support of legislation?

3peaking at Progreesive Maryland eve*ts?

Jrging employers tc respect their ernplcyees' rtght to form a union by
'emaining neutralduring a unicn campaign?

Jrge employer.s to recognize a union voluntarily when the maiority of their
rmployees choose to form a unlon?

f/rite a letter to uncrganized workers endorsing an organizing drive by a
abor union?

/r/atk a picket line with a |absr unicn?

fther {Flease specifu}:

IvEs onili*rs

ilves onfJr*s

Ivrs onlrrro

IvEs anD-ro
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ilvEs onlnro

flvrs onnruo

lkes onfh.ro
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tA I letait is one of the fastest grcn#ing seators s ssonsrny, yet

fetait jc c$ are sorne of the lowest payi*g iobs wnicfl ryually ds not offer beneftts,

fordng many sf their wcrkers to rely on sofits form of public assistsnce' Would
you sulrport a bitl that wouJd require large employ€rs vrfto build ne.w store$ ifi

llaryla d over75,0S0 square feet to pay a "tivtng wag€'with beneftts es well as

be reqr ired to adhere to local
Comm,rnts:

zg. t@s alcshol taxes have not been raised in over
40 yea s lnd are some of the lowest ift ths natisn, though ahshol-related health

ccncer rs csst Marylanders millions of dallers evefy y+er. Would you support

inreasing the state alcohol taxes if the revenue is tied to expanding heatth

covera te and access for
Comm,:nts:

@sing the gas tax to fund expanslen of transportatlon

Ccmm,*ts:

31. Ilo you support extenUing colledive bargaining rights to Adjuncf Faculty

and Gr rduate Student €mployees at all public institutions of higher education in

Marvla td, all these workers their to decide to ioin a union or not?

Comm nts:

32 ,t@ Marytend Attomey General recently released an

opinior stating that Maryland permit* the r*cognition sf valid out-of-state
marrial1as of sAme sex couples. DO you oupport legielatian to engure all gay and

lesbiar have access to full civil in Marvtand?

Comm )nts:

F. 10

30.

IYes onfh-ro

ORilNO

ilvrs onflno
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